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Box Non-Fee 


Sir: 


Re: U.S. Utility Patent Application 

Appl. No. 09/843,748; Filed: April 30, 2001 

(Divisional of U.S. Utility Appl. No. 09/188,760; Filed: November 9, 1998) 
For: Soft Tip Guiding Catheter and Method of Fabrication 

Inventor: Thierry H. Benjamin 
Our Ref: P640 DIV (1737.1750001/ALF/RJS) 


Transmitted herewith for appropriate action are the following documents: 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement (in duplicate); 

2. Form PTO-1449 (4 sheets); and 

3. Return postcard. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached postcard be stamped with the date of filing of 
these documents, and that it be returned to our courier. In the event that extensions of time are 
necessary to prevent abandonment of this patent application, then such extensions of time are 
hereby petitioned. 



Stehne, Kessler, Golbstein 6c Fox p.x,.:l.c. 

<; 

Commissioner for Patents 
May 16, 2001 
Page 2 


The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. A duplicate copy of this letter 
is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessj^er, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Albert L. Ferro 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,679 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re application of: 
Thierry H. Benjamin 
Appl.No. 09/843,748 
Filed: April 30, 2001 

For: Soft Tip Guiding Catheter and 
Method of Fabrication 


Confirmation No. 

Art Unit: To Be Assigned 

Examiner: To Be Assigned 

Atty. Docket: P640 DIV 
(1737.1750001/ALF/RJS) 
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Information Disclosure Statement ^ m 

C3 -< L) 


— m 


Commissioner for Patents |§ Q 


o 
o 


Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sir: 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be considered 
material to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not 
be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings 
purportedly offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application 
does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material 
submitted herewith. 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 

ei 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the date 
of filing of a national application other than a continued prosecution 


. 2 - Thierry H. Benjamin 

Appl. No. 09/843,748 

application (CPA), OR within three months of the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international 
application, OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits 
OR before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. No statement or fee is 
required. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection, or Notice of 
Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application and, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

□ c. Attached is our Check No. in the amount of $ in payment 

of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 
This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice 
of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. Enclosed find our Check 

No. in the amount of $ in payment of the fee under 37 

C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p); in addition: 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
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patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 
□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application and, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

□ 4. The document(s) was/were cited in a search report by a foreign patent office in a 

counterpart foreign application. Submission of an English language version 
of the search report that indicates the degree of relevance found by the 
foreign office is provided in satisfaction of the requirement for, a concise 
explanation of relevance. 1138 OG 37, 38. 

□ 5. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language document(s) 

appears below: 

12 6. Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in an IDS that 
complies with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)-(c) in Application No. 09/188/760, filed 
November 9, 1998, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(d). 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO-1449, and indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
documents have been considered. 
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Thierry H. Benjamin 


AppL No. 09/843,748 
The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. A duplicate 
copy of this pleading is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 



Albert L. Ferro 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,679 



1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202) 371-2600 
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FORM PTO-1449 
iRMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

P640 DIV C1737.1750001/ALF/RJS) 


APPLICATION NO. 
09/845,748 


APPLICANT 

Thierry H. Benjamin 


FILING DATE 
April 50 f 2001 


GROUP 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB-CLASS 


FILING DATE 


08/1981 


Flynn 


AB1 


4,531,943 


07/1985 


Van Tassel et al. 


AC1 
AD1 


09/1985 


Wolvek 


4,551,292 


11/1985 


Fletcher et al . 


AE1 


4,563,181 


01/1986 


Wijayarathna et al . 


AF1 


4,863,442 


09/1989 


DeMello et al . 


AG1 


4,886,506 


12/1989 


Lovgren et al . 


AH1 


4,899,787 


02/1990 


ouchi et al . 


All 


4,921,483 


05/1990 


Wi jay et al . 


06/1990 


Wetterman 


01/1992 


Pomeranz 


FORE IGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB-CLASS 


TRANSLATION 


WO 89/09654 


10/1989 


Europe 


Yes 
No 


EP0850653A2 


01/1998 


Europe 


Yes 
No 


Yes 
No 


Yes 
No 


Yes 
No 


OTHER (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER * Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
ci tati on if not t confarSinS and not considered. Include copy of this form with next conmjmcation to Applicant, 


i 
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ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

P640 DIV (1737.1750001/ALF/RJS) 

APPLICATION NO. 
09/843,748 


FORM P JPj3£T*p^\ 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE ST^TE^T 
/ *^ i 

1 MA? 1 fi -mni 

APPLICANT 

Thierrv H. Benjamin 

FILING DATE 
April 30, 2001 

GROUP 

-Tn Fte rt—jgnfMil 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


"% 3 

Doca^^yi^ggBS> 

?7 

'date 

NAME ^ 

CLASS 

SUB-CLASS 

FILING DATE 


AA2 

5.160.559 

11/1992 

Scovi I et al . 





AB2 

5,178,158 

01/1993 

de Toledo 





AC2 

5,205,830 

04/1993 . 

Dassa et dl . 





AD 2 

5,221,270 

06/1993 

Parker 





AE2 

5,234,416 

08/1993 

Macaulay et al . 





AF2 

5,240,537 

08/1993 

Bodicky 





AG2 
AH2 

5,279,596 

5,292,511 

01/1994 

03/1994 

Castaneda et al . 
Cope 


\ 



AI2 
AJ2 
AK2 

5.342,383 
5.366,442 
5.509,910 

08/1994 
11/1994 

Thomas 
Wang et al . 
Lunn 






OTHER 


(Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 
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FORM PTO-1449 
MI ON DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

P640 DIV (1737,1750001/ALF/RJS) 


APPLICATION NO. 
09/843,748 


APPLICANT 

Thierry H. Benjamin 


FILING DATE 
April 50, 2001 


GROUP n q j 


1 

r 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

NAME 

CLASS 

Ct IR - PI ACQ 

FTI TNfi DATE 


AA3 

5,545,149 

08/1996 

Br in et al . 





AB3 

5,569,221 

10/1996 

Houser et al . 





AC3 

5,653,697 

08/1997 

Quiachon et al . 





AD3 

5,676,659 

10/1997 

McGurk 

n 




AE3 

5,683,370 

11/1997 

Luther et al . 





AF3 

5,725,513 

03/1998 

Ju et al . 





AG3 

5,733,400 

03/1998 

Gore et al . 





AH3 

5,738,666 

04/1998 

Watson et al . 





AI3 

5,738,742 

04/1998 

Stevens 





AJ3 . 

5,755,704 

05/1998 

Lunn 





AK3 

5,811,043 

09/1998 

Horrigan et al . 





EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

COUNTRY 

CLASS 

SUB-CLASS 

TRANSLATION 


^ 






Yes 
No 


AM3 






Yes 
No 


AN 3 






Yes 
No 


A03 






Yes 
No 


AP3 






Yes 

> No 


OTHER (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 


AR 


AS 


AT 


O 


o -< 


o 
o 


PI 
O 

rn 

rn 
o 


EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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FORM PTO-1449 


INFORMAfrXftN DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

MAY 1 6 2001 " 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

P640 DIV (1737.1750001/ALF/RJS) 


APPLICATION NO. 
09/843,748 


APPLICANT 
Thierry H. 


Benjamin 


FILING DATE 


GROUP . 

TU Do-/iri7iiynrri 


w J"/ 

VS, U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


IftBL 

EXAMINfe£/fc JftclJ 

INITIAL — - 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

NAME 

CLASS 

SUB-CLASS 

FILING DATE 


AA4 

5,836,925 

11/1998 

Soltsz 





AB4 

5,897,537 

04/1999 

Berg et al . 





AC4 

5,906,605 

05/1999 

Cox urn 





AD 4 

5,938,653 

08/1999 

Pepin 

H 




AE4 

5,971,975 

10/1999 

Milts et al. 


H 



AF4 

5,993,415 

11/1999 

O'Neil et al . 





AG4 








AH4 








AI4 








AJ4 








AK4 








EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

COUNTRY 

CLASS 

SUB-CLASS 

TRANSLATION 








Yes 
No 


AM4 






Yes 
No 


AN4 






Yes 
No 


A04 






Yes 
No 


AP4 






Yes 

. No 


OTHER (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 


